AN IMITATION COURT               11
"His Highness, the President of the United States
of America, and Protector of their Liberties."
While the Senate debated, the House acted, address-
ing the President in reply to his inaugural address
simply as "The President of the United States."
The Senate now had practically no choice but to
drop the matter, but in so doing adopted a resolu-
tion that because of its desire that "a due respect
for the majesty of the people of the United States
may not be hazarded by singularity," the Senate
was still of the opinion "that it would be proper
to annex a respectable title to the office." Thus
it came about that the President of the United
States is distinguished by having no title. A
governor may be addressed as "Your Excellency,'5
a judge as "Your Honor," but the chief magis-
trate of the nation is simply "Mr. President." It
was a relief to Washington when the Senate dis-
continued its attempt to decorate him. He wrote
to a friend, "Happily this matter is now done with,
I hope never to be revived."
Details of the social entanglements in which
Washington was caught at the outset of his ad-
ministration are generally omitted by serious
historians, but whatever illustrates life and manners
is not insignificant, and events of this character